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I MUSTI

The room was clothed in semi-darkness. The
odor that permeated the room was almost
unbearable. A frail arm reached down and
picked up an aerosol can and sprayed the
room as to soften the affect on his visitor.
Carl was in the final stages of not one but
two devastating diseases, tuberculosis and
emphysema. His body had taken on the
appearance and characteristics of a victim of
Nazi terrorism. Once a robust, quick thinking,
hard working father of three, with a wonderful
wife and lovely home, Carl now fought for
every breath of life. His voice was reduced to
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a coarse whisper when he greeted me eagerly
as I made my first visit into the home.
Over the next few months I visited Carl at
every opportunity. Finally it was determined
that he would have to be hospitalized. I visited
Carl one day and it was obvious that his day
in the sun was about to set. He motioned to
me to bend down to better hear what he was
trying to tell me. "Bud, I have to get well.
I must go back to church, I must tell the brethren I'm sorry and I love them." You see,
Carl had been unfaithful.
Carl died that evening. His wife's heart was
broken and his children wept. But life must
goon ...
I don't know and cannot judge Carl's final
relationship with his God, but I do know that
the face, the whisper and the words will live
with me forever. Every time a member is
absent, every Sunday evening when the count
is down, every Wednesday evening when less
than 50% come to study God's word, each
empty pew seems to whisper to me, "I must
get well, I must get back, I must tell the brethren, I must, I must, I must!"
BULLETIN~
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Bud Price
via Flint, MI
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Paul prescribes the same in Philippians 4:

From
The •
Editor • • •
Richard Bloch, co-founder of the H&R Block
tax preparation service was told in 1978 that
he had inoperable lung cancer. In 1980 he was
diagnosed as "cancer-free."
The Omaha World-Herald recently published an interview in which Bloch answered
frequently asked questions -:oncerning his
victory over the dreaded disease. I found his
answer to the question "What is the connection between mental attitude and cancer
incidence?" most interesting. Here is a portion
of his reply:
"Personally, I don't recall talking with
a cancer patient who did not have a traumatic event in his or her life six months
to three years prior to his cancer. When
people ask me what to do to keep them
from getting cancer, I first suggest not
smoking, because that is the biggest
single known cause of cancer. Eat a wellbalanced diet, control your emotions,
don't worry and think positive."
Bloch's thinking correlates with that of many
others who believe that our thinking has much
to do with our physical condition. An Internal
Medicine Specialist in Lincoln, Nebraska
stated that 95% of the persons referred to
him have no physical ailments ... they only think
they do. For our physical well-being it appears
that worry-free, positive living is the way to
go.
When it comes to our spiritual well-being
the formula is much the same. The oft used
expression by Jesus in Matthew chapter 6
is ''Take no thought··-' 'Be not anxious'••'Don't worry·' (KJV, ASV, SEB respectively).
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• •'Rejoice in the Lord always: and again I
say, Rejoice" (v .4).
• •'Don •t worry about anything ... '' (v. 7) .
• "Whatsoever
things are true ... honest ...
just ... pure ... lovely ... of good report; if th~re
be any virtue, and if there be any praise,
think on these things.·· (v.8).
• •'I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me. "(v .13).

Here is the answer in a nutshell: •'Throw
all your worries onto God, because He cares
for you" (I Peter 5:7 SEB).
-JMS

Finish What You Start
Now and then we parents make the mistake
of trying to protect our children from hard
things. We are disposed to say, "If it is too
tough, drop it and try something else.''
A young man of my acquaintance got into
the habit of dropping anything that seemed
difficult. If math was too demanding, he would
drop it and take physical education. The
trouble is that he is still dropping whatever
seems tough, anything from a job to a marriage. What he needed was real discipline at
home that would not let him run from hard
things.
The wise restraint to a law my father laid
down for me many years ago is vital: "If you
start anything, finish it whether you feel like
it or not.''
We can't afford to coddle ourselves or to
avoid self-discipline.

H.B. Walker
via Elmore City, OK
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BITS, BOATS, BEASTS, BIRDS
James talks of bits, boats, beasts and birds
in the third chapter of his book. We put bits in
horses' mouths and bridle them. We put
rudders on boats and guide them. We have
tamed the beast and captured the bird. ''But
the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly
evil, full of deadly poison. •• It is a little member
(like the bit or rudder) but very powerful and
influential. It is like a match that ignites a
forest. It is a fire. It is a world of iniquity all
its own.
Let's go behind the scenes. Let's defend the
tongue, yea, do more than that-let's
exonerate it. After all, is not the toogue only the
spokesman for the mind? It is the "front man."
Does it not surface that which is deep within
the heart? We condemn that which we can
see-and
hear-and
know. Yet the mind is
the real sickness in man.
God's word declares, "As a man thinketh
in his heart, so is he. " Solomon says, "Keep
thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the
issues of life. •• Jesus says, ''For out of the
hear!_J)roceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile
a man" (Matt. 15:19,20). Almost without exception these involve the tongue. We do not
blame the hand that murders-we
condemn
the heart. So likewise should we look into the
heart-rather than just condemn the tongue.
Recently I was the guest of one of the local
civic clubs. The pledge they strive to observe
may help us all to conquer one of the most
acceptable social sins of our society-gossip.
Before you repeat hearsay take the following
mental test: (1) Is it the truth? (2) Is it fair to
all concerned? (3) Will it build good will and
better friendships? (4) Will it be beneficial to
all concerned?
"I am more deadly than a screaming shell
from a howitzer. I ruin without killing. I tear
down homes. I break hearts and wreck lives.
I have no respect for truth or justice. I have no
mercy for the defenseless. You will find me in
the pews of the pious and in the haunts of the

unholy. I am wily, cunning and malicious.
I gather strength with age. I make my way
where greed, distrust are unknown. I feed on
good and bad alike-my victims are as numberless as the sands.of the sea-and often as
innocent. I never forgive-I seldom forget. My
name is Gossip."
BULLETIN~
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Jack Exum
via Corinth, MS

Figures
Don'tLie!
Someone has said, •'Liars figure but figures
don't lie." There is a certain element of truth
in that statement. Although statistics can be
used to say many things, they are capable of
clarifying for us our picture of reality. I was
again made conscious of this principle recently
while reading a lecture delivered at the Abilene
Christian University Bible Lectures in 1956.
The lecture was given by Judge Sam Davis
Tatum, Judge of the Juvenile Court of Davidson County, Nashville, Tennessee. In the
course of his presentation Judge Tatum made
the following.observation:
"Since 1 became Judge of the Juvenile
Court of Davidson County on June 1,
1939, I have tried approximately 14,500
youngsters under the age of 17 for violating the law in that jurisdiction. Of that
great host of children, in only two
instances, did the father and mother go
to Sunday School and church regularly
with their children (Abilene Christian
CollegeBibleLectures, 1956, p.43).
The point can not be missed. Regular
attendance at Bible classes and worship services by the whole family makes a decided
and positive difference in the character development and conduct of children. The truth
is undeniable. That being the case, I ask you:
How can parents claiming to be Christians
deliberately and regularly absent themselves
or allow their children to absent themselves
from the Bible classes and worship services
of the church?
BULLSTlN
DIODT

Jim Howard
Memphis, TN
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WHAT'S
YOUR
PROBLEM?

ladies do and say, but you do have control
over what you do and say. Your responsibility
is to continue to be kind to them, even if they
are unkind to you. If you gossip about them
because they have gossiped about you, you
have slipped into the same cesspool they are
in.

Several years ago I saw this article in a
church bulletin without the author's name
being given. Over the years the principle set
forth has helped me so many times when
dealing with problems. I hope that it will help
you as much as it has me. My only regret is
that I do not know who wrote it.

It is my responsibility to teach and warn and
exhort people to quit doing wrong and start
doing what they should. If they ignore me or
laugh at me, that is their problem, not mine.
My problem is to patiently continue to try to
help them-to love them though they hate me.
If I grow angry with them because they are
angry with me, I have become a hypocrite
and have betrayed the very thing I have tried
to teach them.

"Everybody has problems-that's
lifethere is no escaping it. But some people seem
to have greater problems than others; at least
they think they do. All of us have known of
people who are always-deluged in troubles of
one sort or another. Since Christians are to
"Bear one another's burdens" and to "weep
with those who weep, •• I have often tried to
share the troubles of others and to help them
find some solutions.
In this "fellowship of suffering" I have
discovered that most of us have a tendency to
borrow problems that are not really ours. We
worry about troubles whose solutions are
beyond our reach. We try to assume responsibilities which actually belong to others. Thus,
our problems are unnecessarily magnified.
We need to find the lines delineating our problems, distinguishing ours from others.
When the used car dealer cheats you and
lies to you, that is his problem, not yours!
Your problem is to continue to be honest and
fair to him, despite his dishonesty. Your problem is how to react to his dishonesty. If you
retaliate by being dishonest with him because
he was dishonest with you, you have fallen into
the same trap and you are no better than he is I
When a group of fussy old ladies gossips
about you, that is their problem, not yours.
You have little or no control over what these
JANUARY1985

My responsibility is to try to know and to
teach God's word, patiently and plainly and
kindly. What my hearers do with this word is
their problem and God's; it is not mine!
The power of God's word is not in me, but in
God. If some people are not affected by God's
word, what can I do to improve on it? To artificially cram it down another person's throat
is to deny that person's individual freedom and
to make him an artificial disciple and to tacitly
deny my confidence in the power of od's
word. My problem is to teach; the rest is up to
God and my hearers.
When hard times come, your problem is to
continue to seek the kingdom of God and His
righteousness first, and to work for your physical needs second. Jesus promised that if you
would put first things first, ''all these things
will be added to you" (Matt. 6:33). Economic
problems and threats of hard times are not
your chief worry; that is Jesus' problem.
If you can trust Jesus at all, you can trust him
on this promise, and if you trust him in this,
then you have entrusted the problems of your
physical as well as your spiritual needs to
him. It is now His problem.
Now, what did you say your problem was?"
Dan Jenkins
West Palm Beach, FL
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SOME THINGS WE SHOULD NOT
FEAR

sacrificially, but many give far below what they
should. There is much more in the New Testament on this subject than on baptism or the
Lord's Supper. Let us not fear it!

Fear is more often than not the cause of our
failure. There is a wholesome side of fear.
We must fear God and fear the evils of false
doctrines and evil practices. Largely, however,
it seems that we fear the wrong things. Such
fears keep us from doing many things we
ought. What are some things we should not
fear?

S. Working people too hard-Many
work
hard in the kingdom, but none too hard. And
what about those who work little or none at
all. We can never let up in our service to
Christ, so let us not be afraid of the challenge
to work!

1. Stirring up too much opposition to truth
and righteousness-As
far as the New Testament reveals, Peter, John, Stephen, Paul or
Jesus never bothered to consider whether
the preaching of truth or the condemnation
of evil and error would arouse opposition.
They just said and did what the occasion required and "let the chips fall where they
may." The reputation they earned of "turning
the world upside down" was no illusion!
Their preaching divided people in every town,
between truth and error, good and evil. This
is the kind of division Jesus said he came to
bring (Luke 12:49-53).

2.~ublicizing the church and its efforts too
much-Some
are afraid that money spent to
publicize the Lord's work is wasted. Such is an
unfounded fear! Secular interests and evil
forces spend billions on publicity every year.
The Lord's work "filled Jerusalem,"
"was
spread abroad throughout all the region''
and was not "done in a corner" (Acts 5:28;
l~:49; 26:26). Let us never fear to push, publicize and promote the greatest of all causes!

3. Winning too many souls too soon-There
was no such fear in Jerusalem when the
number of disciples grew into the thousands
in a short time. We must prepare adequate
follow-up teaching efforts, but let us never
fear that too many will be converted too soon!
4. Over-emphasizing monetary responsibilities-Some
brethren have a "hang-up"
over money-they don't want it mentioned or
asked for but about once a year. Some give

Dub McClish
via Muskogee, OK

THE POWER OF A VISIT
A couple visited the services of a church for
the first time. The preacher announced that he
would preach a four week series on the doctrines of the Christian faith. The couple came
every week and listened attentively. On the
fourth Sunday they came forward at the invitation and were baptized.
When the preacher asked which sermon had
really persuaded them to become Christians,
the couple replied, "Your sermons were helpful, but they were not the most important
factor. Two different families visited us from
the church here. They were so friendly and encouraging. They obviously loved the Lord and
His church. The friendliness, interest and
kindness of these families helped us resolve
to become Christians and unite with this
church."
Most of us will never influence thousands.
Our lives touch only a small circle of people.
But this should not discourage us. God can
use the visits you make, if you will make one
visit each week, as a powerful force in bringing others to Christ.
Douglas F. Parsons
via Godfrey, IL
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One of Nature's
Most Distinctive
Designs . ..

o o o®OiJ
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Under the above caption, the following
little piece appeared in the Journal of the
American Medical Association, July 2, 1982,
Vol. 248, No. 11.
•'The humming bird is the smallest bird
on earth-some species weigh no more than
a dime. It has the highest rate of metabolism
(at rest, about 50 times faster than man's)
and thus must consume enottrmous amounts
of nectar to avoid starvation. Not adapted for
nightfeeding, it must stretch its food stores
from dusk to dawn. To accomplish this, nature
has equipped the humming bird with a unique
energy-saving design: the ability to hibernate
overnight.''
"During the night, the humming bird's
metabolic rate is only one-fifteenth as rapid
as in the daytime, and its body temperature
drops to that of the surrounding air. The bird
becomes torpid, scarcely able to move. When
it does stir, it moves as though congealed.
By daybreak, the humming bird's body spontaneously resumes its normal temperature
and high metabolic rate, ready once again to
dart off in search of food.''
Isn't it amazing how "nature" was able to
so mechanically and unintelligently "design"
such wonderful and ingenious organisms in
our world? Isn't it pathetic that men have to
resort to the word "nature" because they are
too embarrassed to say "God"? There is as
much substance to the "Mother Nature" myth
as there is to the "Mother Goose" tale.
Too, if evolution occurred over millions of
years, as we are constantly told, how did the
humming bird survive while its essential
little metabolic regulator was gradually
evolving?
Wayne Jackson
via Ashdown, AR
JANUARY 1985
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Holding Grudges
One day a visitor leaned on the fence around
an old farm as he watched an old farmer plowing with a mule. After a while, the visitor
said to the farmer, "I'd like to make a suggestion. I don't like to tell you how to run your
business but you could save yourself a lot of
work by saying 'Gee' and 'Haw' to that mule
instead of tugging on those lines all day.
The farmer pulled a big handkerchief from
his pock.et and wiped his face. Then he said,
"I reckon you're right, but this animal kicked
me about five years ago and I ain't spoke to him
since."

No Way
A Sunday school teacher asked her class
how they thought Noah spent his time on the
ark.
When no one answered, she asked, "Do you
supposehe spent a lot of time fishing?"
A practical 6-year-old piped up, "With only
two worms?''

Too Close
Five-year-old mud-covered son looking up at
his disapproving dad: "I could stay as clean
as you do, too, if I just wasn't down here so
close to the ground."

Poor Cows
Mike: "I have a ranch and It's called the Circle

0 Double Bar Four Square Ranch."
Peter: "That's great, Mike. How many head of
cattle do you have?"
Mike: "Very few, most died during the branding."

PAGES

It PaysToAsk

When I lived one summer in Orlando,
Florida, I met a widowed mother who told me
an experience of her two small daughters. The
three of them lived alone following the passing
of the husband and father.
In the course of time, the elder child became
quitejll. Days went by without much improvement in the daughter's condition.
One day the mother noticed that the younger
child, who could barely spell out a few words,
was writing a note. The little girl, who did not
know her mother was watching, folded the note
carefully and climbed the stairs with the
message in her hand. When she arrived in the
attic, she st09d on top of an old trunk and
placed the note firmly against the ceiling.
Later in the day the curious mother climbed
to the attic and secured the note. When she
opened it, she found these words written in
the childish scrawl: "Dear God. My sister
is sick. I love her much. Please, God, help her
get well.'' The note was signed by the child.
When questioned about the note, the little
girl told her mother, "Mummy, I knew that if
I would climb up to the attic and get just as
near God as I could, God would do the rest.''
BULLETIN
DIGEST

Willard Collins
via Fairmont, WV

Jack Levein, film biographer of Sir Winston
Churchill, once asked him, "Sir, why did you
choose me to become your film biographer?''
The former British Prime Minister answered
frankly, "No one else ever bothered to ask
me." Imagine! No one had bothered to ask the
celebrated statesman for the rewarding privilege of filming the inspiring story of his life.
Thousands of persons would have welcomed
the opportunity ... but they didn't bother to
ask. If they thought about it at all, they probably decided quickly that it would do no good;
they would be rejected, perhaps scorned, if
they made an approach. But one man had the
courage to ask, and was handsomely rewarded.
We would experience a "new day" in the
church if only we could learn that "it pays to
ask.'' There are hundreds of people in our
city who would attend Sunday School if only
they were asked. We assume too much. We
assume people will not com~ ... so we make
their decision for them. Is it really right for us
to say "NO" to Bible Study for someone else?
The least we can do is ask. If they say "Yes,"
we are on the road to winning a soul. If they
say "No," at least they've said it for themselves.
There is something personal here, too. There
are blessings available to you from the Father
when you ask. He's waiting to bless you. Why
are some of the rich blessings we so much
want and need not granted? Perhaps just
because we never bothered to ask!
Joe R. Barnett
via Bossier City, LA

THEWAGES
OFSIN
HAVE
NEVER
BEEN
REDUCED!
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IDENTIFYING THE CHURCH
In 1942 when I was in Kansas City somebody
stole my car. I had a new 1942 model Nash
automobile. My car was gone! I did not know
which way to turn. So I called the police.
I think there is a place for them. I did not call
the elders of the church because that was not
any of their business. I called the police and
when they came they began to ask questions.
They asked, "What kind of car is it?" "What
is the name of the car?" Suppose I said, "It
doesn't make any difference about the name.
Just go find me a car." They asked "What
model is it? When was it made?" Suppose I
said, "It doesn't make any difference when it
was made. Just go get me a car. The model
is immaterial.'· Suppose they had come back
with an old 1914 model. I would have decided

JANUARY 1985

it made a difference, would I not? I suspect
that if I had talked to those policemen like that,
they would have said, "He is drunk, we
had better lock him up.''
Yet, I can talk to the world about the church
and say, "It does not make any difference
about the name, makes no difference when
it started, no difference what it does," and
the world says I am a scholar! If I talked that
way to the police, they would say I am drunk!
.. Yes, they (preachers) have destroyed every
identification mark of the church. But let me
tell you; you can find the church that Jesus
built ... before daylight ... if you will go out and
look for it in as sensible a manner as those
policemen looked for my car.
G.K. Wallace
via Waverly, TN
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Mt. 19:3 records that Pharisees approached
Jesus, testing him. They asked, "Is it lawful
to divorce one's wife for any cause?"
Their question was to elicit a decision on
a disputed text-Deut. 24:1: "When a man
taketh a wife, and marrieth her, then it shall
be, if she find no favor in his eyes, because he
hath found some unseemly thing in her, that
he shall write her a bill of divorcement, and
give it in her hand, and send her out of his
house (ASV).
Several theories were current as to the
meaning of this text. The Mishnah relates: The
school of Shammai say: a man may not divorce
his ~fe unless he has found unchastity in
her . . . And the school of Hillel say he may
divorce her even if she find no favour in his
eyes (Gitlin, ix. 10; Danby transl., p. 321).

''are no longer two but one flesh. '' He concluded, "What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder" (Mt. 19:6).
The Pharisees attempted to neutralize his
answer by appealing to Moses' permission of
divorce in Deuteronomy. Jesus replied that
this was a concession to the hardness of the
Jewish heart, and was contrary to what God
designed from the beginning.
The crucial sentence follows: "And I say
to you: whoever divorces his wife except for
unchastity, and marries another commits
adultery" (Mt. 19:9).
The exception which Jesus mentions for
divorce is "unchastity"
( "Fornication, "
KJV, ASV). Pomeia is rare in classical Greek.
In Koine it denotes prostitution, unchastity,
fornication, every kind of unlawful sexual
intercourse (Arndt-Gingrich). It is used
elsewhere in the New Testament of a variety of
sexual activity: I Cor. 5:1 (incest), 6:13 (prostitution), II Cor. 12:21 ("Immorality," parallel
to "impurity" and "licentiousness"; cf. Col.
3:5; Eph. 5:3).
The basic ground of marriage is violated by
fornication and consequently this is the reason
Jesus assigns for divorce. He upholds the
significance of marriage as instituted by God
from the creation over against the evasion of
God's commandments by arbitrary interpretation by the scribes.

JESUS' ANSWER

THE EXCEPTIVE CLAUSE

Jesus answered his opponents: "Have you
not read that he who made them from the
beginning made them male and female, and
said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his
father and his mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh'?
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let not
man put asunder . .. And I say to you: whoever
divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and
marries another, commits adultery'' (Mt.
10:4-6, 9).
The Pharisees' attempt to entangle him
by eliciting a definite statement on the question of divorce failed. Jesus referred them to
God's original law at creation. Man and wife

At least four different interpretations have
been placed upon Jesus' words, "except for
unchastity. '· First, some have understood
Jesus to refer to unchastity on the woman's
part before she was married. Deception in
so important a matter would invalidate the
marriage. This interpretation has not gained
many supporters.
A second interpretation would read Jesus'
words as, "except in the case of a false
marriage. '' The reference would be to a case
where no true marriage had ever taken place.
An incestuous union (I Cor. 5:lf.), the union
of a polygamist with each of his secondary
"wives," or a marriage of near relatives forbidden by the law (Lev. 18:6-18) might be set

MATTHEW 19:3-9
The New Testament contains five passages
with seven sayings of Jesus regarding the
dissolution of marriage (Mt. 5:31,32; 19:3-9;
Mk. 10:2-12; Lk. 16:18; I Cor. 7:10-11). Jesus'
exceptive clause in Matthew's accounts has
made these texts crucial in discussions of
marriage and divorce.
A QUESTION TO ENTRAP

(continued on next page)
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aside, since these were not genuine unions.
However, this view depicts Jesus as replying
about putting away a false wife when the
Pharisees had asked about putting away a real
wife.
A third interpretation is that in the case of
unchastity (immorality) separation is permissible but divorce is not. This seems to have
been the predominant view in the second and
third centuries A.O. Writers generally considered the second marriage sinful even if the
first companion had died.
A fourth interpretation is that the natural
meaning which a reader without any preconceptions would find in Mt. 19:9 gives to this
clause the value of a true exception to the
basic principle of the indissolubility of marriage. Marital infidelity can render ineffective
or void the marriage bond. From a strictly
exegetical viewpoint, this is the interpretation
which best suits the Greek text. The defrauded
partner may contract a new union after separation.
The main thrust of the passage is not the
legitimacy of divorce for adultery, but the
illegitimacy of divorce for any other reason.
It is not the exception that is in the foreground,
but rather that there is no other exception.
Harold Hazelip
Memphis, TN

Sometimes it is difficult to wait for the Lord's
promise; sometimes we feel it has failed.
The following story helps us to realize how
important it is to labor-and to wait.
A great bridge was being built across a
river, with the structure being carried from
both sides to meet in the middle. But some
way, when the central span was swung into
place, they found that it did not fit; it fell
JANUARY 1985

short by two inches, and no ingenuity could
bridge that little space. In dismay they called
the designer of the bridge and in great impatience asked the reason for such a problem.
The designer's reply was simply "Wait until
tomorrow at noon.''
At "tomorrow at noon" the workers found
that the sun's rays had expanded the metal so
that, section to section, it precisely matched;
there was no crack, the bridge was now one.
The Scriptures tell us " .... that all things
worlc together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to his
purpose·' (Romans 8:28). Sometimes we
become impatient about the events transpiring
in our lives; we begin to lose heart about their
really working out to our good. Take heart!
Wait! The answer may not be exactly "tomorrow at noon.'' But one day-sometime-in
the
arrangements of the Great Designer, the
moment will arrive when things meet end to
end. The wisdom of the Great Architect will
become apparent.
Max L. Johnson
Louisville, KY

WHERE ARE YOU?

The New Testament teaches that
salvation is in Christ (II Tim. 2:10),
that all spiritual blessings are in
Christ (Eph. 1 :3), that one is a new
creature in Christ (II Cor. 5:17),
and that there is no condemnation
in Christ (Rom. 8:1 ). The New
Testament also teaches that one is
baptized into Christ (Rom. 6:3,4;
~al. 3:26,27). The tragedy of our
t111~e~-produ~ed by conflicting
rel1g1ous voices-is
that many
people have come under the
influence of Christ, but are not
actually in Him, His body, His
church. Where are you?
Hugh Fulford
Dallas, TX
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Sometimes He makes the love rope into a
whip, but afterwards He gives me a staff to
lean upon. He spreads a table before me with
all kinds of foods. He puts His hand upon my
head and all the "tired" is gone. My cup He
fills till it runs over. What I tell is true. I lie
not. These roads that are "away ahead" will
stay with me through this life and after; and
afterwards I will go to live in the Big Teepee
and sit down with the shepherd chief forever.
Perry Jinkerson
Starkville, MS

TheShepherd
Chief

PRICELESS MOMENTS OF
MEDITATION

The Plains Indians, upon hearing of the
Lord's loving kindness as expressed in Psalm
23, were so touched that they greatly desired
to share the beauty and power of this. section
from the Bible with their neighboring tribes.
But in spite of their zeal to do so, such a
sharing of God's Word at first seemed to be
an impossible task because of the numerous
tribal language barriers to be overcome.
Fina.ll.y, it was suggested that they translate
the passage into Indian sign language because
in that form it would be understandable to
all tribes. This was then done. The sign language of Psalm 23 when translated back into
literal English reads as follows:

When Moses died, Joshua became the
leader of Israel. "Be strong and of good
courage," God said (Joshua 1:6). The book
of the law was not to depart out of his mouth,
and he was to meditate on it day and night.

The great father above a. shepherd chief is.
I am His and with Him I want not. He throws
out to me a rope and the name of the rope is
love and He draws me to where the grass is
green and the water not dangerous, and I eat
and lie down and am satisfied. Sometimes my
heart is very weak and falls down but he lifts
me up again and draws me into a good road.
His name is wonderful.
Sometime, it may be very soon, it may be
a long, long time, he will draw me into a
valley. It is dark there, but I'll be afraid not,
for it is in between those mountains that the
shepherd chief will meet me and the hunger
that I have in my heart all through this life
will be satisfied.

Frequent meditation on the law is one of
David's descriptions of the man called ''Blessed" (Psalm 1:1,2). "/ meditate on all thy
works," David said (Psalm 143:5). He thought
of God in every positive way.
"Isaac went out to meditate in the field in
the evening·· (Genesis 24:63). He had just lost
his mother, and he needed some time alone
away from people.
Solitude is needed in times like these.
A time to think, reflect, sift through, and piece
back together. We all need "a field" to walk
in sometimes.
I see Moses in the wilderness, Ezekiel by
the river, Christ in Gethsemane, and Paul in
Arabia. Each had his quiet place.
By meditation in solitude one can converse
with God, solace himself on the bosom of the
Savior, bathe himself in the river of divine
pleasure, tread the paths of his rest, and view
in his mind the mansions of his eternity.
·•··
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Harold Poland
Arvada, CO
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ence is a powerful thing! Everyone has it. It
can be used to the glory of God, or to turn
folks away from Jesus and His saving grace.

DONOTBEYOKEDTOGETHER
WITHUNBELIEVERS
These few verses are found in II Cor. 6:
14-18. The King James Version inserts the
word "unequally."
We usually use these
verses to discourage Christians marrying nonChristians! And I believe this to be valid.
Marriage is not the subject of these verses, but
it is surely included. As a matter of fact, the
issue is much more important and far reaching
than at first glance.

''

Christianity is to be "everywhere" to the
child of God. We sing "He is my everything;
He is my all.'' Paul said, •'For to me, to live
is Christ, and to die is gain. " (Phil. 1:21)
These verses teach us to exercise care in
forming any alliance, starting out on any
venture. We are to first check to see what
effect this is going to have in my life and work
for Jesus. Just how is my influence to be
affected?
If you go into business with a non-Christian
partner, make sure you are not tied into an
agreement to compromise the ethics and
standards you have as a Christian. In the
number of things you get involved in, ask,
"Can I really afford to be spread so thin and
how will this affect my life for my Lord?''
Sometimes we just plain "crowd out" our
Lordi
Sometimes our business interests cause us to
see people as "prospects" for business, rath~r
than as potential sons and daughters of God.
Your view of the people you meet is an indication of whether you are ''unequally yoked.''
The world must see Jesus through His
people. Their only view of our Saviour is in
our actions, ethics, alliances, associations,
business interests, etc. Paul further enjoins,
•'Come out from them and be separate. ''
(Vs. 17)
Let's check our lives to see that we are really
free to serve Jesus with all our might. InfluJANUARY 1985

By our "yokings", we draw people to
Christ; or drive them from Him! Choose every
"Yoke" carefully!
Marvin Phillips
Tulsa, OK

~

SP:TLl:~TIN~•

u

~
~
~
~
~
~
~
~
~

A NEED

By now most likely all have heard of the
famine in Ethiopia. Many of you have contributed through the congregation where you
are a member. Perhaps there are a number who
still have not given toward this desperate
need. Please consider the plight of these
people-many of them Christians.
Between 5 and 7 million face starvation.
Families are swarming into refugee camps
because of lack of food and water. It is estimated that there are over 50,000 members of the
church in Ethiopia and many in the region hardest hit by famine.
The government of Ethiopia is Marxist, but
has given full cooperation to the church's
effort to help relieve the terrible suffering.
You may send your contribution to any of
the churches listed below who are taking the
lead in collecting funds and arranging for the
relief work. Mark your check for Ethiopia
relief.
Richland Hills church of Christ
6720 N.E. Loop 820
Ft. Worth, TX 76118
White's Ferry Road church of Christ
3201 North 7th St.
West Monroe, LA 71291
Central church of Christ
4368 N. Sutter St.
Stockton, CA 95204
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PARENTS ... WHAT'S IT GONNA
TAKE?
The Amarillo Civic Center was the scene of
another Rock Concert last week featuring the
rock group, ''Twisted Sister''. An estimated
3,000 attended (tickets were $12.50 each).
After the concert "Disorderly Conduct Charges'' were filed against lead singer, Daniel
Dee Snider. He was charged with profane and
abusive language. The newspaper article
said: "Snider is accused of making statements
that encourage young audience members to
rebel against the authority of parents, teachers, preachers and police ... Some of the
comments were anti-social, anti-religious
and anti-American.''
The police arrested Snider as he was leaving
the stage. Before escorting him to jail the
police "allowed him to remove his cost um~
and makeup, including lipstick, fingernatl
polish, eye and facial coloring.'' Though Snider
is a man, he dresses like a woman (via "Boy
Georg"t!").
When are we going to say we have had
enough? When are we going to say to our
kids-"That's
it! No more! I am not going to
pay out good money for you to go and hear
your parents, the Lord, our country, and
teachers put down.''
It's going to have to come from parents.
Kids as young as six and seven years old were
in attendance. Many of these come without
parents. I am happy that some of the parents
who were in attendance had the courage to
file the charges.
I'd like to encourage all parents who let their
children go to attend with them. See if you
think this environment is going to build your
son/ daughter into the kind of person you want
them to be. Or, if it is going to produce rebellious, unthankful, vulgar talking teenagers.
I believe one visit by parents is all it will
take. HOW ABOUT IT, PARENTS?
Dick Marcear
via Bossier City, LA

?:lte
Stranger
AmongUs
It seemed different. Usually, I am up front
preaching, then back by the door visiting with
the folk as they leave the assemblies. But there
we were, having made an all-night drive trying to get home, but stopping for worship.
The preacher's
sermon was thought-provoking. There were many commendable thmgs
about the worship.
Since we were unknown in the congregation,
we got a sample of the treatment accorded
visitors. The preacher came after Bible class
and introduced himself. There were about two
dozen visitors, a brother said in closing the
service. He would not try to read any names;
he just said we should consider ourselves
welcome.
Then afterward the members of the congregation began to visit with each other. There
was very little communication between them
and any of the visitors whom I observed.
When I got outside, I found my car blocked
in, although I had parked in the alley behind
the building (the local folk had taken all the
good parking places). One lady came out and
walked past me, but obviously had no wish to
communicate with us.
My feeling was like that of Solomon when he
looked on a certain vineyard. That vineyard
was in a sad state. The wall was broken down,
and it was overgrown with weeds. As we
drove away from that building, I resolved to
myself, "I shall insist that we speak to visitors
first, and save our friends till later. I shall
insist that we park away from the best places,
and save them for the visitors. I shall try to
remember how strangers feel, and that Moses
named his son Gershom because he was a
stranger in a strange land."
Norman Gipson
via Topeka, KS
BULLETIN DIGEST
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ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE
People had things to worry about bac~. in
World War II. Daily tragedy struck famthes
across the nation as sons and husbands fell
at places with names like Bataan, Guadalcanal and Omaha Beach. Radio news reporter,
Gabriel Heater would take to the airwaves
every evening to tell the nation, "There's
ba-a-ad news tonight."
In the midst of those dreary times, the
following song lyrics became popular:
You've got to accentuate the positive,
Eliminate the negative,
Latch on to the affirmative,
And don't mess with Mr. Irt-Between.

-A

Smooth
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Sea
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Skillful Sailor.

HOW TO ENJOY A SERMON
Sit close enough to the speaker so that you
can see him well, have good eye contact, and
be able to emphathize with him. Try to get the
feeling behind the thought and absorb something of the speaker's love. It is much easier
to become detached and simply "rate the
performance" if you are too far away to help
the speaker with a nod, a look of comprehension, or an encouraging smile.

I wish somebody would compose a modern
beat to that old song and revive it. We've
allowed ourselves to become so negative that
we don't even know how to be postive about
good things. I know a certain footbali ~oach
who recently criticized his team following a
26-14 victory because they didn't blow the
other team out. Just what do we have to do to
feel good about an achievement?
Some of us have taken negativism so far that
we don't think we're being realistic unless
we're thorough going pessimists. We commend the critic for his honesty and condemn
the person who says complimentary things for
being hypocritical.
We don't know how to appreciate the accomplishments of the people. Everything the
president does (not just this president, any
president) is subjected to immediate second
guessing by the media. Church members
figure the money they put in the collection
plate entitles them to put down everyone from
the preacher to the fellow who serves the
Lord's Supper. Isn't it time to accentuate
the positive? ''Finally brothers, whatever is
true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever
is admirable, if anything is excellent or praiseworthy, think about these things. '' (Philippians 4:8).

Bring a guest who is not yet a member of
the Lord's body. It is amazing how thrilling
an old sermon on basic principles can be when
the person beside you has never heard it
before.

Norman L. Bales
Cedar Rapids, IA

Dale Ogren
Richfield, MN
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Take notes on the sermon. This not only
compliments the speaker but keeps you awake
and on track with the message.
Look up the scripture references. The word
of God is living and active, judging the
thoughts and attitudes of your heart. It is the
mirror that reveals what we are and must do.
The speaker is calling our attention to parts
of the message God has for each of us.

Take family pride in the speaker. If he is
young and inexperienced, think how proud
you'd be ifit were your son up there-and how
charitable you'd want everyone to be. If he
is old and failing, think how happy you would
be if your father or grandfather were still
alive and able to address the congregation.
Pray for the preacher all week, thanking God
for him. If it is too late for today's sermon,
start now for next week's.
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A NightJustForUs
In "The Fiddler on the Roof," Tevye asked,
'' Is this the little girl I carried? Is this the
little boy at play?" He mused to himself, "I
don't remember growing older ... when did
they?"
To the parents of an 18-year-old, the years
from birth to graduation seem, in retrospect,
only a few days. Parents who value these years
with their children know they must work hard
to capture every moment; otherwise the years
will slip away, and they are left with regrets
about "what might have been."
The tool our family has found to stay in
touch through the childhood- and teenage
years has been a weekly "Family Night."
Tuesday night is Family Night at our house,
and our friends know this is a night "just for
us.'' We take the telephone off the hook, shut
out the world, and spend an hour or two working, playing, and talking together as a family.
There is always an agenda for the evening,
one that has been planned by Dad (sometimes
in consultation with Mom). Topics and activities have shifted over the years as the children
have matured; but the basic commitment to
each other and to our family's togetherness
has remained unchanged.
What do we do on Family Night?
*Sometimes we make things. We have made
posters for the classrooms at church; we have
made valentines and Father's Day and
Mother's Day cards for grandparents and other
special people; in December we have made
Christmas tree ornaments; for friends in nursing homes or hospitals we have made cookies
or candy.
*There are "Game Family Nights." We talk
while we play Scrabble or other favorites,
and usually the talking turns out to be more
interesting than the game.
*Occasionally we will spend a Family Night
away from home. Dad has surprised the family
with tickets to Yankee games, concerts,
movies, and other outings.
*Family Night has been the time we have
announced good news of special happenings.
One night the children had to put together a

mysterious homemade jigsaw puzzle, and
when it was completed they discovered they
had tickets on a jet headed west!
*After reading a Biblical passage, we have
acted out the stories. Once, for example,
when the children were small, the dining room
table covered with a blanket became the
Hebrew tabernacle in the wilderness. Before
the evening was over we had showbread, a
laver, the altars, a candlestick, and the Ark
of the Covenant all in their right places.
*"Trust" was the theme of one Family
Night. We blindfolded each family member in
turn; he was to walk through a maze at our
instructions, then fall backward into Dad's
arms. It was more than fun; it was an object
lesson in what it means to trust God through
life.
*Occasionally we have extended our Family
Night circle. One night a 75-year-old greataunt was visiting from out of state; we asked
her ahead of time to bring along old family
pictures, and she spent the evening telling
stories about "the old days" when grandparents were children. That Family Night was
four years ago, and we all still talk about it.
*Every few months we will have a Cooking
Family Night. All four of us plan the menu,
prepare the meal, and clean up. When the
children were small, we began by fixing hamburgers with a pimento slice for a mouth,
cheese for hair and black olive slices for eyes.
Now that they are older we have advanced to
more exotic creations.
*One Family Night always welcomed by
Mom is a dinner out at a better-than-usual
restaurant.
*One Family Night we painted a Sunday
School classroom.
*Sex has been the topic of several Family
Nights. It is easy for us to go into the subject
at some length since the lines of communication are already established.
*After a good friend died, we spent the next
Tuesday night carefully thinking through
right attitudes toward death.
*One Family Night we talked about feelings.
On a large piece of posterboard each family
member wrote all the ''feeling'' words he could
(continued on next page)
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think of (happy, confused, weepy, pretty,
excited, attractive, brave, guilty, etc., about
80 in all), and we kept the list posted for about
a year. Whenever somebody would be troubled, we would point to the chart and say, ''Tell
me exactly how you feel.'' It was amazing how
often we were misreading one another's feelings!
*One Family Night recently we read sections
of a new book on world hunger, then decided
on some ways of raising money to help out.
One of the important lessons we have had
to learn is that we do have to be flexible. A
few times we have agreed that Family Night
will be some night other than Tuesday that
week because of scheduling probfems. On rare
occasions we have missed one week completely; when that happens we have an "extra
good" night the next week to compensate.
In preparation for the writing of this article,
Dad asked the children, "How do you feel
when we miss Family Night one week?"
Four answers came quickly: "Upset." "We're
bored Tuesday nights." "It's an empty
week." "It's the only time we have to be
together for a long period.'' The children each
have different preferences about what we do
on Family Night, so each learns give-and-take
as we vary what we do from week to week.
How does a family begin a Family Night
tradition? It began for us with a family meeting
in which we all agreed to make this a priority
in our week's schedule. A key element in its
success is the responsibility of one family
member (in our case, Dad) to plan and carry
through each evening. Some good books are
helpful for planning what to do: Especially for
families with young children are two books
by Bock and Working, Happiness Is A Family
Time Together and Happiness Is A Family
Walk With God. There are also four books
by Wayne Rickerson in his Christian Family
Activities series: For Families With Preschoolers, For Families With Children, For Families
With Teens, and For One-Parent Families.
Family Night has been a part of the "glue"
that has held us together as a family. It has
been the door to communication, education,
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and entertainment. We cannot envision what
the past eight years would have been like
without Family Night. Our family encourages
you to have a special night just for yourselves;
it will be a weekly gift you will treasure.
Gayle M. Crowe
via Southside Bulletin
Ft. Worth, TX

STRUGGLE
A man found a cocoon of the emperor moth
and took it home to watch it emerge. One day
a small opening appeared, and for several
hours the moth struggled but couldn't seem to
force its body past a certain point.
Deciding something was wrong, the man
took scissors and snipped the remaining bit of
cocoon. The moth emerged easily, its body
large and swollen, the wings small and shriveled.
He expected that in a few hours the wings
would spread out in their natural beauty, but
they did not. Instead of developing into a
creature free to fly, the moth spent its life
dragging around a swollen body and shriveled
wings.
The constricting cocoon and the struggle
necessary to pass through the tiny opening are
God's way of forcing fluid from the body into
the wings. The "merciful" snip was, in reality,
cruel. Sometimes the struggle is exactly what
we need.
via Sugarland, TX

BUDGET
BOOK PRINTING
Let us give you an estimate on printing
yo~r Tracts, Booklets, Books, and other
printed material. Price list and samples
sent on request.
JIM MARTIN PRINTING
602 N. Elm, Sesser, IL 62884
Ph. 618-625-5669
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REUNION!
Thomas Wolfe was wrong! You can go home
again!
Isn't it fun to go back home and visit again
with friends and associates from the past? In
the past year I have attended three reunions,
including my own high school reunion. Many
friends I had not seen in 30 years were there,
and what great memories we were able to
recall. Some had changed so much I didn't
recognize them. Others were just as I remembered them, and that made the occasion even
more enjoyable. As we drove home several
thoughts turned over in my mind-perhaps
they will stimulate your thinking.
The fact that many had changed compels
me to remind our young people that good
looks, athletic skills and a "fun personality"
are not enough to look for in a mate. Even the
most beautiful girl and the most handsome boy
will age with the passing of time. The talent of
hitti!},g, throwing or catching a ball-so important thirty years ago-fades in importance in
the adult world. Read Deuteronomy 32:29.
On the other hand, I found that those who
had not been quite so "popular" (whatever
that means) had achieved a degree of success
because of traits that were Jess treasured at
the age of eighteen. Hard work, common
sense, perseverance and intelligence had
succeeded for those who possessed these
characteristics.
Divorce was also in attendance at our reunion. Even those "perfect couples," as we
viewed them, had succumbed to the trials
forced upon marriage, and they had split up
their families. And one thing you had to
notice-the divorces had been traumatic and
heartbreaking, even though society implies
that divorce is "sophisticated" and "a harmless alternative" to staying together. Read
Malachi 2:16.
Some of our classmates were not there
because death had already taken them. Others

were there with whom I discovered a newfound kinship-they were now my brothers and
sisters in Christ. Since our graduation, someone had taught them the gospel and they had
been obedient to it, Matthew 7:21; Hebrews
5:8-9.
The day is coming when another reunion
will be enjoyed by God's people. Those loved
ones who have preceded us in death will be
reunited with us in that great day of the Lord,
II Samuel 12:23. Trouble and fears of this life
shall be overshadowed by the bliss of reigning with Christ forever. ··What a day of rejoicing that will be" when "we shall see Jesus
as he is, '' (I John 3:2). I'm looking forward to
that great reunion I
·•••
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Carl B. Garner
San Marcos, TX

Have you ever wondered why ...
A man would defend the position that you
cannot know with certainty God's will, then will
stand in the pulpit and preach a sermon as
if he KNEW what he was talking about?
A man would proclaim "unity in diversity"
(agreeing to disagree), then oppose all who
would disagree with him on that?
A man would preach about the necessity of
love, then let a soul enter into hell because it
would be too "unloving" (?) to tell them they
were sinners?
A man would say it was wrong to judge the
fruit one is setting forth, then pass judgment
on those who he says are judging?
A man would condemn another's preaching
as "legalistic" if he preached obedience was
necessary, yet fail to level the same charge
at the Lord? (cf. Matt. 7:21; Heb. 5:9)
Have you ever wondered why? I have.
Jack H. Williams
Independence, MO
BULLETIN DIGEST
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The Making
Of Habits

A wise old man was taking a stroll through a
forest with a shiftless youth by his side. The
man suddenly stopped and pointed to four
plants close at hand. The first was a tiny sprout
just coming out of the earth. The second had
rooted itself quite firmly in the fertile soil.
The third was a small shrub; and the fourth
had grown into a well developed tree.
The old man said, "Pull up this plant."
The youth pulled it up easily with his fingers.
"Now pull the second," said the man. With
slight effort the plant came up, roots and all.
"And now the third," continued the man. The
boy pulled with one hand, then the other, but
it would not come. Then he took both hands,
and the plant yielded to all his strength.
"And now," said the man, "try the fourth."
The youth grasped the trunk with all his might,
but hardly a leaf shook. "I cannot move it,"
he exclaimed. "Just so, my son," said the wise
old man, ''with our bad habits. When they are
young and small we can cast them out, but
when they are full-grown, they cannot be
uprooted."
•
'' Sow a thought, reap an act, sow an act,
reap a habit ... " So begins a familiar old saying. Habits begin with thoughts. In view of
that, may I recommend Philippians 4:8 where
Paul exhorts us to think upon things that are
true, honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good
report!
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Walter Buchanan
via Pratt, KS

CAN'T BE DESTROYED
Many times man has attempted to destroy
the Bible. In A.O. 303 the Roman Emperor
Diocletian issued an edict to destroy Christians
and their Bible. The persecution that followed
was brutal. Over a burned and extinguished
Bible, Diocletian built a monument on which
he wrote these triumphant words, "Extincto
nomene Christianorum" (the name Christian
is extinguished). Twenty-five years later,
Diocletian was dead and the new Emperor
Constantine commissioned fifty copies of the
Bible to be prepared at government expense.
In 1776, Voltaire, the French philosopher,
announced, "One hundred years from my
day, there will not be a Bible in the earth
except one that is looked upon by an antiquarian curiosity-seeker."
One hundred years later, Voltaire was dead
and his own house and press were being used
to print and store Bibles by the Geneva Bible
Society. One hundred years from the day of
Voltaire's prediction, the first edition of his
work sold for 11¢ in Paris but the British
government paid the Czar of Russia ½ million
dollars for an ancient Bible manuscript.
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via Burlington, NC

Take a piece of wax, a piece of meat, some
sand, some clay, and some shavings, put them
on the fire and see how they react. Each of
them is being acted upon by the same agent,
yet ... the wax melts, the meat fries, the sand
dries up, the clay hardens, the shavings blaze.
Just so ...
under Identical Influence of
circumstances and environment one man Is
made better, he becomes stronger, and another
weaker, while another withers away.
This explains why one hears the Word of
God and Is made better. Still another hears
the same thing and is made angry. Not so much
what is done to us, but what we do, determlnet

r

dostl"i"

h,od how y~l:::,~~A

PAGE20

Serve, Christian, Serve
I feel very strongly about the matter of
preaching the gospel. It is an impelling thing
to me. The words written by the apostle Paul
express my sentiments exactly: "Woe unto me
if I preach not the gospel. '' (I Corinthians
9:16)
But I am fully aware that not everyone is
inclined to be, or even suited to be a gospel
preacher, at least in a public way. I do believe
that every Christian should be, in a very real
sense, a gospel "preacher" of sorts-in the
sense of communicating the good news of
Christ by manner of life and by word of mouth,
somehow, somewhere, to somebody. Christians are to be message bearers!
But the message can be carried in many
different ways. For example, a lot of Christians
have found the "method" wherein they can
best serve is the "bus ministry." They work
at it tirelessly and dedicatedly. They have
found their ministry. But for others, it is just
not their "cup of tea," to coin an expression.
Others may do better in teaching a Bible
class..-when the church assembles for Bible
study. This is their ministry, and good teachers put hours into lesson preparation and
presentation. Others may be more adapted to
teaching house to house, in what we have come
to call "home Bible studies." Still others may
serve best in visiting the sick, and ministering
to the needs of the downtrodden and distressed. Others may not feel that any of the above is
an area where they can render their best
service-they may find their ministry in keeping the building and grounds, or in grading
Bible correspondence courses, or in sending
cards to the sick and shut-in, or in a hundred
other ways.
The important thing is that each Christian
find an area of work, or ministry, wherein
they can serve Christ effectively, and contribute significantly to the furtherance of His

cause! Serve, Christian, SERVEi That's the
idea-how you do it, or the way you do it, is
largely up to you. But whatever, or however,
SERVE THE LORDI "Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing
that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. ' '
(I Corinthians 15:58, NASV.) Also, "Never be
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor,
serving the Lord. "(Romans 12:11, NIV.)
Maxie B. Boren
via LaJ unta, CO

WHEN YOUR LIFE IS A CHANNEL
OF BLESSING
What do you do when someone says that
their life has been blessed through you?
Deny it? This will stop the flow of feeling
and communication between you. "I don't
agree." "You are mistaken." "Surely it has
not been through my life that yours was
blessed. How wrong you are ... "
Accept it? Savor it? Polish it constantly?
Store it alongside other compliments you've
collected? This also will stop the flow. "Ah,
shucks, I have been rather wonderful, haven't
I?"
Here's an alternative. Pass it on. Encourage
the flow. If others are involved, bring them
into the stream. "Others enabled me to help
you." "Some ministered to me in the same
way last year."
And pass it up. In a prayer of thanks and
praise to the one who has chosen you to be
an instrument for his blessings. "Lord, thank
you for using your servant this way."
A true channel does not dam the flow or
cut short the stream. It simply passes on whatever goodness comes to it, or through it.
Only then can it again be a channel.
A channel is not the source of goodness. It
has no goodness of its own. But it can pass it
on.
Gary Williams
Albuquerque, NM
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BACK
ISSUE
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THISROUTINE
IS
KILLING
ME
Many young people are disillusioned when
they get out of school and settle down in a job.
They don't discover the thrill they thought they
would in their career. They dreamed of work
which would be exciting and intellectually
stimulating only to discdver the same six and
seven day after day. After a few weeks of this
monotony they begin to complain that life
affords no outlet for the adequate exercise of
their powers.
The complaint is a very common one. Much
of life, including work in one's chosen field,
is lived on a dead-level. The Army offers
glamour in recruitment. But before long the
eighteen-year-old is jarred back into reality
with his first taste of boot camp. How quickly
the glamour tarnishes.

make nothing of them. They would pass by us
unnoticed or unimproved. They would go to
those who have prepared themselves. You will
never learn to speak a foreign language with
a few hours of practice. You cannot master
the piano in five easy lessons (Advertisers
notwithstanding).
You can't be brave in a crisis if you are habitually a coward. You can't be generous with a
fortune if you are a miser on your present income. David will never bring down Goliath
without daily practice with his sling and stone.
The point of this article is to call upon each
of us to give up our whinning, and meet the
call of the common-place. Determine to always
be at your best regardless of the task. In the
end it will be discovered that you have lived a
great life.
John Gipson
Little Rock, AR
THE BEST GIFT ONE CAN GIVE A LONELY

The young preacher begins his work dreaming of a large, perfect church where all of the
members love the Lord and are zealous of good
works. He wakes up in a small town. The
church building is falling down from neglect,
and the members have grudges that go back
further than the day the young preacher was
born. He settles into a routine of study for
sermons and classes, visiting the hospitals,
being on call twenty-four hours a day, intervening in family squabbles, and being found
guilty of doing one good work at the time some
members thought he ought to be performing
another. There seems no chance for doing
anything heroic. He begins to feel that he i!>
wasting his life in Podunk Holler.
Admit it. For most of us life is the trivial
round, the common task, the known program,
routinely followed.
We think that the occasion makes the hero;
whereas it only reveals him. If great opportunities were to come to most of us, we could

PERSON IS AN HOUR OF HIS TIME.

Verdi, renowned mus1c1an from the last
century, always received great applause for
his performances. Those who watched him
closely said his eyes always traveled upward
to the box where his tutor sat. He did not react
to the applause until he could see if his teacher
was applauding also ... then and only then
did he smile and bow in acceptance of the
clapping. What a lesson for Christians! What
good is the world's acclaim if our Master is
not pleased. We need to labor for His applause
and His alone ..... for then and only then may
we celebrate our work well done.
Joe Douthitt
via Houston, TX
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HERE TODAY, HERE
TOMORROW

" ... might be made known through the
church the manifold wisdom of God, "Eph. 3:10
MANY people used to use the clinking of the
milk bottles as the milkman made his early
morning deliveries, as their alarm clocks. I
read a few years ago that the last milkman was
taken off his route, closing an era. Doctors
used to make house calls; grocery stores delivered orders called in on the telephone; and,
in the summer time, people gathered around
DRESS UP '1'OUR BULLETIN
from BULLETIN DIGEST.

the bandstand to have their spirits lifted by
the thrilling, musical cadences provided by
entertaining bands.
THESE memories can be multiplied by those
of every individual. Nostalgia is a problem to
some, but to most it is fond memories of life's
passing scene. Change is necessitated by
progress and most changes are good. I don't
want to go back to "the good old days."
"Roughing it," as some express it, was a w·ay
of life. While progress must be made and
changes occur with progress, there is one
thing that must never change.
THE church; the church Jesus came to earth
to build; the church for which he died; the
church which was established on the first
Pentecost following his resurrection, does not,
cannot, MUST NOT change! Material things
are "here today and gone tomorrow," but the
church is a standing monument to the wisdom
of God. It will last forever: It is HERE today
and HERE tomorrow!
BULLETIN
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Wltat Sita/IJ 1)0 1or )111S011?
In an ancient story recorded in God's Book
a heartbroken father asked a question often
echoed in the hearts of many parents: what
shall I do for my son? Kish had sent young
Saul to search for some lost donkeys, but
became alarmed when his son did not return.
He had no way of knowing that Saul had been
detained by the prophet Saumuel, who was
annointing him king of Israel. Before Saul
returned home his father forgot about the
donkeys in his fear that Saul had met with
some harm. This fear prompted his anxiety
and question, what shall I do for my son?
In our world of temptation and problems
many a parent has been driven to heartbreak
because of fear for a child's safety. For Christian parents, the spiritual well-being of a child
is of even greater importance than the physical. It is sad to read Ann Landers' report
from her readers that a majority of parents
whose children are teens or older would not
have children if they were young marrieds
again, but knowing their experiences in
child rearing. Her report of comments made
included parents' disappointment in children,
frustration over their inability to rear them to
be decent, responsible adults, etc.
Christian parents, particularly of young
children, should be deeply concerned about

the example and training they are providing
their children. In any family it does not take
long to sense what is really important. The
attitudes of parents, the things discussed over
a meal, the relationship of a family to the
church, its involvement in a variety of spiritual
related activities all make impressions on
children far beyond our expectations. Since
values, loyalties, and habits are largely learned
at home, what a responsibility parents must
accept!
My memories of my own experiences at
home become more meaningful with the
passing years. There was never a time when
anyone missed Bible class or worship service
unless he was sick. It was not even discussedwe got ready and went as naturally and regularly as we went to school. Our family read
the Bible together daily, and though I may
not have remembered much of what was
read, I knew that my folks thought it was
important. When we took vacation trips great
care was given to being somewhere for worship
at all regular times. We took in all the meetings, vacation Bible schools, etc. in the area,
and I never felt burdened by any of it, undoubtedly because of my parents' attitude. How
could I help being interested?
Mack Wayne Craig
via Kerrville, NC

